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Headers rule
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• Checks for column and row headers
• Column and row headers provide labels for 

each data cell
• Table content is not tabular if headers are not 

applicable



Layout Tables
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If tables have been used for layout, but 
the content is not tabular data, pull the tags (<P>, 
<L>, etc.) out of the table and delete the empty 
containers (<Table>, <TR>, <TH>, <TD>).



Regularity rule
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• Check that data tables contain the same number 
of columns in each row, and rows in each column.

• A “complex data table” has cells that span 
multiple rows or columns, making the table 
irregular.



Complex Tables
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If a table must remain complex, additional markup 
must be added in the Table Editor.



Complex Table Header Cells
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For each header cell:
• Indicate the number of columns or rows spanned
• Every header cell must have a unique ID
• Right click → Auto Generate Header Cell IDs



Complex Table Data Cells
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For each data cell:
• List the ID of each associated header cell.



Simplified Table
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Every complex table can be rearranged or split into 
multiple tables to avoid being irregular.



Complex, but in a different way
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If a table must remain complex, use two columns of 
row headers or two rows of column headers.



Q&A

Questions?

accessibility@msfw.com
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